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The PHILATELIC REVIEW 

Of The Federated Philatelic Clubs of Southern California 

And Federation Reporter 
 September 2015 

We’re on the Internet at www.sescal.org and at www.facebook.com/sescal 

“Lunar Year of the Ram 
(Sheep, Goat)” is the theme of 
SESCAL 2015, which is sched-
uled for Friday-Sunday, Oct. 2-4 
at the Hilton Los Angeles Airport 
Hotel, 5711 W. Century Blvd., 
Los Angeles. 

Show hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is 
free, and parking is $9 with vali-
dation at the registration table. 

The show has 200 frames of 
exhibits and almost 30 dealers 
along with a number of meetings 
and presentations.  

The China Stamp Society and 
the International Society for Jap-
anese Philately Inc., will have 
their annual conventions at 
SESCAL, and many dealers in 
Asian philately will be in the 
bourse. 

Exhibit on U.S. counterfeits 

The Court of Honor includes 
an exhibit of particular interest to 
anyone who collects U.S. stamps 
or is interested in counterfeits of 
them: United States Postal Coun-
terfeits: 1894 to Modern  Times, 
by Richard Drews, John Hotch-
ner and Joanne and Kurt Lenz. 

The exhibit is described as 
“the reference collection that 
served as basis for the Scott U.S. 
Specialized listings of U.S. Post-
al Counterfeits.” A portion of the 
exhibit is available online at 
http://stampsjoann.net/
Counterfeit/Counterfeit-

main.html. 
Hotchner is one of this year’s 

judges. 
Many people might be sur-

prised that the counterfeits are 
low denomination stamps, from 2 
to 29 cents. But that makes sense  
because the stamps generally 
paid the first-class mail rate, so 
they’d be the easiest stamps to 
sell. 

APS course 

The American Philatelic Soci-
ety is offering a course on 
“Getting the Most Out of the 
Scott Specialized Cata-
logues” (the Scott Specialized 

Catalogue of United States 
Stamps and Covers and the Scott 
Classic Specialized Catalogue of 
Stamps and Covers 1840–1940) 
at the hotel on Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 
2015 (prior to SESCAL), from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a break for 
lunch each day of the course.  

The instructor will be Jim 
Kloetzel. 

The cost is $45 for APS mem-
bers and $95 for non-members.  

A major portion of this course 
is underwritten by the Toby To-
bias scholarship of the Philatelic 
Society of Los Angeles. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Lunar New Year is theme for SESCAL 
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About us 
The Philatelic Review 

is published irregularly by 
The Federated Philatelic 
Clubs of Southern 
California. 

The SESCAL website, 
which also includes 
information about the 
Federation and a list of 
member clubs, is at 
www.sescal.org. 

News about 
Federation or club events 
and other articles should 
be sent to the editor, John 
Weigle, at P.O. Box 6536, 
Ventura, CA 93006-6536 
or, by e-mail, to 
jweigle@vcnet.com.    
   

Officers: 
President 

John Weigle 
P.O. Box 6536 
Ventura, Calif. 93006-6536 
jweigle@vcnet.com 

 

President elect 

Vacant 
 

Vice President 

Ken Weber 
Ventura, Calif. 
kencar712002@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary 

Betty Green 
 

Treasurer 

Lois M. Evans-de Violini 
 

Immediate past president 

Jerome Kasper 
Clovis, Calif.  
(559) 325-6141   
jerome.kasper@gmail.com  
 

SESCAL chairman 

Carl Shaff II 
c2shaff@aol.com 

More details are available on the 
home page of sescal.org.  

Registration details are at http://
stamps.org/on-the-road-courses if any 
openings are still available. 

Covers and cancels 

The 2015 SESCAL cover, designed 
by Dave Bennett of the Claude C. Ries 
Chapter No. 48 of the American First 
Day Cover Society is shown above.  

The three cancels — one for each 
day of the show  — were designed by 
Phil Dockter and are on the right. The 
cover and cancels are reduced in size.  

The set of three covers is $7. A set 
of four show labels plus a souvenir 
sheet will cost $5.  

Covers and sets of labels may be 
ordered from Michael Litvak, 1866 Lo-
ma Vista St., Pasadena, CA 91104-
4005.  

Checks should be payable to 
“SESCAL.” A #10 SASE is required. 

The show covers and cancels will 
also be available at the show. 

Regency Superior Auction 

Regency-Superior is again the offi-
cial auctioneer for SESCAL and will 
offer more than 3,000 lots of stamps, 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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postal history and collections   
The auction also includes a 

space and autographs session on 
Wednesday.  

The details on all sessions can 
be found at http://
www.regencystamps.com/
viewuserdefinedpage.aspx?
pn=AuctionInfoSESCAL. 

Click on the cover of the ap-
propriate auction catalog to see 
the lots. The details: 

Session I: Wednesday, Sept. 
30. Public Auction begins at 9 
a.m. (PT) Lots 1-929 featuring: 
aviation and space memorabilia 
and autographs and documents. 
Live Internet bidding will be 
available during this session! 

Session II: Saturday, Oct. 3. 
Public Auction begins at 11 a.m. 
(PT). Lots 930-2448 featuring 
coins and currency, USA singles 
and sets. There is no live Internet 
bidding during this session. Inter-
net bidding closes one hour prior.  

Session III: Sunday, Oct. 4. 
Public Auction begins at 11 a.m. 
(PT). Lots 2449-3420 featuring 
British and foreign singles and 
sets, USA, British and worldwide 
covers and collections. There is 
no live Internet bidding during 
this session. Internet bidding 
closes one hour prior.  

Postal administrations 

The U.S. Postal Service will 
have a booth in the Plaza Lobby, 
and United Nations Postal Ad-

ministration will be in Booth 9 in 
the Plaza Ballroom.  

Awards banquet 

Awards will be presented at 
the Awards Banquet on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, at 7 p.m. in the Carmel 
Room at the Hilton Los Angeles 
Airport Hotel. 

Tickets are $49 again this year 
or $59 after Sept. 25. Seating is 
limited. To ensure seating, pur-
chase tickets in advance by Sept. 
25. 

Banquet tickets can be ordered 
by mail from Mrs. Betty Green, 
15125 Arlette Drive, Victorville, 
CA 92394-2001. 

Tickets will not be mailed, but 
should be picked up at the show. 

Those with dietary requests or 
restrictions must indicate them 
when making your reservation. 

Changes can not be made the 
night of the banquet. 

The menu:  
Seasonal Green Starter Salad, 

Seasonal Vinaigrette  
Chicken Marsala with Wild 

Rice Pilaf and Baby Carrots 
Or by advance notice to ban-

quet chair:  
Vegan Spinach Ravioli 
Wilted Spinach & Tomato 

Coulis topped with Garlic & Zuc-
chini Spaghetti 

Chef's Choice of Dessert 
Dinner beverage  

(Continued from page 2) 

Please forward this to anyone 

you think might be interest-

ed, and share the information 

with your club members. 

Thanks. 

SESCAL at a glance 
What: SESCAL, the 71st Stamp Exhibition of Southern California. .  
When: Oct. 2-4. Hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. 
Where: Hilton Los Angeles Airpor t Hotel, 5711 W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles. 
Admission and parking: Free admission; parking $9 with validation at registration table.  
Website: sescal.org. 
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Background on the SESCAL theme 
By Bill Miller 

SESCAL publicity chairman 

The Goat (Chinese: yáng) is 
the eighth sign of the 12-year cy-
cle of animals that appear in the 
Chinese zodiac related to the 
Chinese calendar. The sign is al-
so referred to as the Ram or 
Sheep sign, since the Chinese 
word yang is more accurately 
translated as Caprinae, a taxo-
nomic subfamily that includes 
both sheep and goats.  

The Year of the Goat 
(alternatively, Year of the Sheep 
or Year of the Ram) is associated 
with the 8th Earthly Branch 
(wèi). 

The Earthly Branches 
(Chinese dìzhī; or Chinese: 
shí'èrzhī; literally: “12 branch-
es,”) or Korean provide one Chi-
nese system for reckoning time. 

This system was built from 
observations of the orbit of Jupi-
ter. Chinese astronomers divided 
the celestial circle into 12 sec-
tions to follow the orbit of 
Suìxīng (Jupiter, the Year Star). 
Astronomers rounded the orbit of 
Suixīng to 12 years (from 11.86). 
Suixing was associated with 
Shètí (η Boötis) and sometimes 
called Sheti. 

In correlative thinking, the 12 
years of the Jupiter cycle also 
identify the 12 months of the 
year, 12 animals (mnemonics for 
the system), directions, seasons, 
and Chinese hour in the form of 
double-hours. When a Branch is 
used for a double hour, the listed 
periods are meant. When used for 
an exact time of a day, it is the 
center of the period. For instance, 
the Horse means noon or a period 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (The jie qi 

system provided single hours and 
15-degree arcs in time and 
space.) 

Chinese seasons are based on 
observations of the sun and stars. 
Many Chinese calendrical sys-
tems have started the New Year 
on the second new moon after the 
winter solstice. 

The Earthly Branches are to-
day used with the Heavenly 
Stems in the current version of 
the “traditional Chinese calen-
dar” and in Taoism. The Ganzhi 
(Stem-Branch) combination is a 
fairly new way to mark time; in 
the second millennium BC, dur-
ing the Shang era, it was the 10 
Heavenly Stems that provided 
the names of the days of the 
week. The Branches are as old as 
the Stems (and, according to re-
cent archaeology, may actually 
be older), but the Stems were tied 
to the ritual calendars of Chinese 
kings. They were not part of the 
calendrical systems of the major-
ity of Chinese. 

Goat or sheep 

The Chinese word yang refers 
both to goats and sheep, with 
shānyáng specifically goats and 
miányáng sheep. In English, the 
sign (originally based on a 
horned animal) may be called 
either. The interpretation of 
sheep or goat depends on culture. 
In Vietnamese, the sign is mùi, 
which is unambiguously goat. In 
Japan, on the other hand, the sign 
is hitsuji, sheep; while in Korea 
and Mongolia the sign is also 
sheep or ram. Within China, 
there may be a regional distinc-
tion with the zodiacal yang more 

likely to be thought of as a goat 
in the south, while tending to be 
thought of as a sheep in the 
north.  

Characteristics 

The Chinese commonly re-
gard sheep as an auspicious ani-
mal, and the Year of the Sheep, 
therefore, heralds a year of prom-
ise and prosperity. “Yáng” is a 
component of another written 
Chinese character “xiang.” The 
Chinese commonly regard sheep 
as an auspicious animal, and the 
Year of the Sheep, therefore, her-
alds a year of promise and pros-
perity. “Yáng” is a component of 
another written Chinese character 
“xiang,” which means auspi-
ciousness, and the two were in-
terchangeable in ancient Chinese, 
according to one source. It is also 
a part of the character “shan,” 
which counts kindness and be-
nevolence as among its mean-
ings. 

Individuals born in this zodiac 
year have been supposed to share 
certain characteristics with other 
individuals also born in years of 
the same animal sign. Similarly, 
years sharing the same animal 
sign have been supposed to share 
certain characteristics, repeating 
over their 12/60 year cycle. The 
shared characteristics in this case 
are traits attributed to goats. 

Due to the luni-solar nature of 
the traditional Chinese calendar 
system, the “zodiacal” year does 
not align with the Western calen-
dar: new years are determined by 
a system which results in each 
new year beginning on a new 

(Continued on page 5) 
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moon sometime between late Jan-
uary to mid-to-late February. Goat 
aspects can also enter by other 
chronomantic factors or measures, 
such as hourly. 

In Chinese astrology, Goats are 
described as loving-peace and 
“kind” and “popular.” With the 
addition of the wood element, the 
Goat characteristic is thought to 
love peace and to be helpful and 
trusting, but yet also to be 
“clinging” and of a nature re-
sistant to change.  

In popular culture 

(A picture of the Chinese Zodi-

ac with Sheep is at right.)  

Every 12 years, the Year of the 
Goat is celebrated during world-
wide Chinese New Year festivals. 

Chinese Zodiac 

SHEEP  – 1943/1956/1967/ 

1979/1991/2003/2015 
The sheep (or Ram) is among 

the animals that people like most. 
They are gentle and calm. 

Since ancient times, people have 
learned to use their fleece to make 
writing brushes and skin to keep 
warm. As it is white, people de-
scribe delicate and precious white 
jade to be ‘suet jade’. Thus it is 
close to the meaning of good 
things. 

Strengths 

People under the sign of the 
sheep are tender, polite, filial, 
clever, and kind-hearted. They 
have special sensitivity to art and 
beauty, faith in a certain religion 
and a special fondness for quiet 
living. They are wise, gentle and 
compassionate and can cope with 
business cautiously and circum-
spectly. In their daily life, they try 
to be economical. Women born in 
this year are willing to take good 

care of others, but they should 
avoid pessimism and hesitation. 
They are kind in heart and com-
monly have symmetrical figures 
and features. 

Weaknesses 

Sheep year people are often 
worriers who are shy, pessimistic, 
moody, indecisive, over-sensitive, 
week-willed and puzzled about 
life. They are easily inclined to be 
deeply religious. They are timid 
in nature and like to be looked 
after by others. They like flattery, 
compliment and suggestions from 
friends. They do not dare to ex-
press their love openly and usual-
ly have interests in strange theo-
ries. 

Horoscope and numerology  

elements 

Earthly Branch of Birth Year: 
wei 

Wu Xing (The Five Elements): 
tu (earth) 

Yin Yang: yin 

Auspicious Directions: east, 
southeast, south 

Lucky Colors: green, red, pur-
ple; Avoid: golden, coffee 

Lucky Numbers:3, 9, 4; Avoid: 
7, 6, 8 

Lucky Flowers: carnation, 
primrose, alice flower 

Zodiac Sign Compatibility – 
Best match: rabbit, horse, pig; 
Avoid: ox, dog 

Year of the Sheep celebrities  

Michelangelo, Mark Twain, 
Thomas Alva Edison, Muhammad 
Ali, Rudolph Valentino, Rachel 
Carson, Pierre Trudeau, Barbara 
Walters, Orville Wright, Nicole 
Kidman, Julia Roberts, Amy Lee, 
Bruce Willis, Benicio Del Toro, 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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3 clubs have joint meeting on expertizing 
(Professional Stamp Experts 

will have a booth in the Plaza 

Ballroom this year. — Editor) 

 
These notes were taken by  

John Weigle at a presentation 
about Professional Stamp Experts 
in April 2015 and were reviewed 
by both speakers for accuracy. 

The joint meeting was ar-
ranged by Ron Jambor for the 
Goebel Adult Community Center 
Stamp Club, Simi Valley Stamp 
and Coin Club and Ventura 
County Philatelic Society. Thirty
-eight people attended the meet-
ing, with 15 from the Goebel 
club, 12 from VCPS and nine 
from Simi Valley. 

The speakers were Scott Mur-
phy and Stephen Pattillo.  

Murphy is CEO, senior expert, 
and owner of PSE. The PSE web-
site is http://gradingmatters.com; 
phone (714) 957-1139; mailing 
address P.O. Box 6170 Newport 
Beach, CA 92658  

Pattillo is a stamp dealer, 
bourse promoter and supporter of 
PSE. He emphasized he is not 
employed by PSE but accepts 

material for it and uses it himself, 
although he sometimes disagrees 
with PSE opinions. His website 
is http://
www.stampshowsteve.com.   

As noted above, this material 
is in the form of notes rather than 
an article. Direct quotes are in 
quotation marks. The other mate-
rial is indirect quotes. The speak-
er is Murphy unless otherwise 
noted. 

PSE works primarily with 
U.S. material but also expertizes 
stamps of Canada, U.S. posses-
sions and some other areas, in-
cluding China (primarily PRC). 
Those with material they want 
expertized should call before sub-
mitting it if it is from other areas.  

Not everything needs to be 
expertized, but people buying 
anything in the $50-and-up range 
should at least consider getting 
the material expertized. The 
higher the price, the greater the 
need for expertizing. As a buyer, 
you want to be sure you’re get-
ting what you’re paying for and 
that it isn’t altered, repaired or 
damaged. “We use our 
knowledge in your defense.” 
Most dealers and collectors are 
honest, but dealers can’t know 
everything about every stamp and 
don’t always check identifica-
tions made by former owners of 
material. Dealers — and this in-
cludes auction houses — are 
busy buying and selling, not be-
coming experts. PSE is a third-
party, independent examiner. 
“We kind of protect all parties to 
makes sure it’s a fair deal.”  

Here’s what happens when 
you submit an item to PSE.  

You fill out a form listing the 
item(s) you are submitting and 
what you believe are the Scott 
number(s). You might do this at a 
show that Steve or I attend, by 
mail or by downloading the form 
online and submitting it by mail. 
Our offices are in Newport Beach 
and have complete security, with 
two safes, cameras and our ex-
pertizing equipment. PSE has a 
special arrangement with the 
USPS to keep all its mail in the 
post office’s registered mail cage 
until PSE picks it up. Material 
sent by Federal Express stays at 
Federal Express, and we pick it 
up.  

Expertizing by others has at 
times taken 1 to 2 years from the 
time an item is submitted, and 
PSE believes that’s unreasonable. 
We aim at a 30-day turnaround, 
although sometimes that’s impos-
sible because an expert is out of 
the country or temporarily at a 
spot where communication is not 
available. On occasion, we need 
special experts who aren’t imme-
diately available for other rea-
sons.   

For an additional $20 per 
stamp, you can upgrade to a pri-
ority service, which is especially 
useful if you have an item on ex-
tension with an auction house 
waiting for a certificate. Special-
ized items (such as errors) are not 
accepted for priority service. 
Auction houses generally allow 
extensions for expertizing. I rec-
ommend the priority service if 
you’ve bought a very expensive 
item and want to be sure it’s what 
you think it is. My insurance is 

(Continued on page 7) 

Claire Danes, Jamie Lynn 
Spears, Matt LeBlanc, Chow 
Yun-Fat, Zhang Ziyi, Li Shimin 
(Emperor Taizong of the Tang 
Dynasty 618 – 907), Cao Cao 
(King of Wei in China’s Three 
Kingdoms Period 220 – 280), 
Yue Fei (a patriotic general in 
China’s South Song Dynasty 
1127 – 1279), Empress Dowager 
Cixi. 

(Continued from page 5) 

More on theme ... 
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based on catalog values of mate-
rial I have in the office, so “if 
you have a very expensive item, I 
don’t want to keep it around any 
longer than I have to.” 

When material arrives at the 
office, it goes to Danny, our of-
fice manager, who opens, exam-
ines and records the material. His 
desk is under a camera, and he 
shows everything that he handles 
to the camera so it can be record-
ed. The archives protect you and 
us. Several months ago, an ex-
pensive stamp was damaged 
while in care; the tapes showed 
its condition when it arrived, 
confirming that the damage oc-
curred at our office, and we 
bought the item for the price of a 
fully sound stamp. It is an ex-
tremely rare occurrence that this 
would happen, but when it does, 
we are all protected. Your mate-
rial is insured from the time it is 
sent to us until it is returned to 
you and also while it’s on its way 
to experts, at experts and while 
it’s being returned from the ex-
perts. Our insurance is with 
Lloyd’s of London through Hugh 
Wood, Inc.  

Your submission is entered in 
the computer system, and all 
items are scanned and given 
identification numbers. The num-
bers are placed on the submission 
form and the cards or other item 
holding the stamps. Your sub-
mission form does not stay with 
the material after it has been rec-
orded so the experts won’t know 
who submitted it. “You get the 
same expert service that they 
(auction houses or large dealers) 
would.”  

Generally, items are examined 
by three experts. I look at the ma-

terial and the recommendations 
after all the experts have seen the 
lots, and I have the final say. I 
can overrule the experts, but “I 
don’t do that very often.” On rare 
occasions new information 
comes to light after the experts 
have reviewed an item but before 
the final opinion is rendered. It is 
discussed among the experts in 
the office before an “overruling“ 
is made. I know the experts’ spe-
cial abilities and weight the opin-
ions based on that and other fac-
tors.   

Some of our experts are in our 
offices, others are not. No matter 
where the experts are, your mate-
rial is insured. “It’s very im-
portant to keep everything se-
cure.” I write the opinions.  

Danny types and writes the 
certificates, and then they’re 
checked for typos and other er-
rors. “Hopefully, we catch all of 
them.”  

Then your submissions are 
brought back to Danny, who reu-
nites them with your submission 
form, makes sure everything you 
submitted is there and packages 
it to return it to you. Once again, 
the work is done under a camera 
that records everything.   

The fee is generally 5 percent 
of the Scott value, with minimum 
fees determined by the era the 
stamp was issued and spelled out 
on the submission form. The 
minimum fee is charged if the 
item is determined to be fake, 
repaired and so on. We can 
charge up to $100 in such in-
stances to cover our costs but 
usually do not.  

Payments can be made by 
cash, check, money order, PayPal 
and credit and debit cards. We’re 
considering Bitcoins. We refund 

overpayments if an item is worth 
less than the one you thought it 
was. We had someone pay 
$6,000 for a batch of stamps and 
had to refund $4,000 because his 
identification was wrong on 
many of them.  

Q: How do you determine 
who’s an expert?  

A: I ask dealers and specialists 
who they believe has the most 
knowledge about specific materi-
al and look for people who have 
written books or articles about 
the material.   

Steve Pattillo: I do some U.S. 
errors for PSE.  

Scott Murphy: The modern 
issues are the most difficult to 
find experts for.  

Q: What do you expertize in 
China?  

A: Primarily PRC, but we also 
have some experts we use for 
other China areas. (When he 
heard the names of the experts, 
the questioner said they were 
from the China Stamp Society.)  

Q: I have some early Poland 
issues that I think are fakes. Do 
they have any value?  

A: Some might. In the U.S. 
area, for example, Scott has add-
ed postal counterfeits to the U.S. 
Specialized catalog. The Polonus 
Philatelic Society might be able 
to help you on this. 

(Returning to the general dis-
cussion)  

We have a couple of options 
to return your material. You can 
pick it up at the office or we can 
send it by Express Mail. We had 
some long delays — up to a 
month or more — when we used 
registered mail. We use stamps, 
not meters, on our Express Mail.  

Our certificates have a picture 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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of the item that was expertized, 
the identification number as-
signed when it arrived, a water-
mark and an embossed seal. The 
items expertized are not marked 
in any way. Images of the items 
are available on the PSE website 
so material can be compared to 
the file images to be sure it’s the 
same thing the certificate was 
issued for.  

Q: Do you grade stamps?  
A: Yes, but that’s another dis-

cussion.  
(Return to the general discus-

sion)  
We use a number of tools, 

some common and some not. We 
use tongs, of course. For water-
mark detection we primarily use 
Ronsonol lighter fluid because it 
costs much less than watermark 
fluid, doesn’t evaporate as fast as 
watermark fluid and shows faults 
better. We do have commercial 
watermark fluid on hand if need-
ed. I generally don’t use water-
mark trays because the black 
cards we put the stamps in work 
fine.  

For magnification we use a 10
-power Peak Optics loupe, which 
has a millimeter scale on the bot-
tom, so we can easily measure 
stamp designs. Some of our ex-
perts use 5- to 8-power magnifi-
ers they are used to. We generally 
don’t need to go more than 10 
power. “At 40 power you can 
always find something.”  

PSE also has a 40-power bin-
ocular microscope and a digital 
microscope that can be used to 
create 1,200 DPI digital images 
that can be examined on a com-
puter monitor.  

PSE also has a Video Spectral 
Comparator, which has, as ex-

plained in “The Philatelic Book 
of Secrets,” a high-resolution col-
or camera and zoom lens, a range 
of viewing filters, and multiple 
illumination services from UV to 
visible to IR wavelengths. The 
book was distributed to those at-
tending the presentation. It may 
be bought on the PSE website.  

Steve Pattillo: The comparator 
showed that an X cancel had 
been removed from a stamp PSE 
examined.  

Q: You won’t grade a stamp 
that has been altered, right?  

A: That is correct.  
(Return to the general discus-

sion) 
We also have a large UV light 

— think of a floodlight outside 

your garage — that we use to ex-
amine colors, gums and papers. It 
will also reveal some repairs and 
alterations.  

Q: What was your biggest sur-
prise when it came to finding an 
item that was worth more than 
the submitter thought?  

A: We reviewed a batch of 
ungummed U.S. stamps and 
found that three of them were 
special printings, which were is-
sued without gum and are worth 
far more than the regular stamps 
without gum.  

Q: What do you do when ex-
amining covers?  

A: We use the UV light and 
other methods to look for altera-
tions or damage to the stamp and 
the correct ink for postmarks and 
other markings.  

Q: What about the Kansas-
Nebraska overprints? Most of 
them aren’t worth submitting, but 
there are a lot of fakes.  

A: They generally fall under 
the $20 category in the fee struc-
ture. You’re right that it could be 

expensive to expertize a lot of 
them.  

Steve Pattillo: The APS print-
ed one of the best guides to those 
issues. Buy one of those and get 
familiar with it and the basic 
measurements so you can do 
some of your own expertizing. 
You can screen out a lot of the 
bad ones if you do that.  

Scott Murphy: Steve and I can 
look at 3-5 items at a time when 
we’re at a show, but you have to 
expect a wait. You have to be fair 
with dealers because they’re at 
shows to buy and sell, and this 
kind of assistance has to be done 
when we’re not busy with clients.  

We could arrange a meeting 
on the Kansas-Nebraska over-
prints or the Washington-
Franklin issues if you want to.  

(The Kansas-Nebraska pam-
phlet, part of the APS Handbook 
Series, was published in 1973 
and is called “Counterfeit Kansas
-Nebraska Overprints on 1922 - 
34 Issue by Robert H. Schoen 
and James T. DeVoss / First Day 
Covers of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Overprints by Jack V Harvey.”  

(The information in the pam-
phlet is available online in color 
at http:// riversidestamps.com/
KansNebrFakes.shtml.  

(A free black-and-white digi-
tal version is available from the 
APS at http://stamps.org/
userfiles/file/ MyAPS/
Book_CounterfeitKN.pdf. (When 
these notes were prepared, some 
hard copies were available on 
Amazon.com. — John Weigle)  

Steve Pattillo: I don’t recog-
nize the APS for any expertizing, 
however. I use PSE and the Phil-
atelic Foundation for most mate-
rial.   

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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If you know of potential dealers or exhibitors for SESCAL 2016, please 

direct them to the SESCAL website at www.sescal.org, where they can 

find contact information for the bourse and exhibits chairmen. 

Scott Murphy (to a question 
about experts who won’t give an 
opinion on an item): If I put no 
opinion on a certificate I don’t 
expect you to pay me for it. If I 
give a partial opinion, I do expect 
payment.  

Q: Have you ever been sued 
over an opinion?  

A: There have been a couple 
of threats, but the legalese on the 
back of the submittal forms 
makes it clear that we are giving 
an opinion, and I’m entitled to 
my opinion. “It is a gray area.” 
When PSE was owned by Col-
lectors Universe, Collectors Uni-
verse was sued for $4.5 million 
because it guaranteed its opin-
ions. We don’t guarantee our 
opinions but will refund certifica-
tion fees if we’re proven wrong 
on an item.  

Steve Pattillo: I’ve argued 
some PSE opinions with them.  

Scott Murphy: One client had 
a U.S. 482A (the 2-cent deep 
rose, type 1A imperf stamp from 
the Washington-Franklin issue) 
that we said was not real because 
of the look of the Schermack per-
forations.  

The owner disputed that, stud-
ied all the certificates he could 
find for copies of 482A and be-
came an expert in the field. It 
turned out that a few of the earli-
er expert opinions were wrong, 

as was ours.  
[A review of the issue by the 

Siegel Auction Galleries can be 
seen at http://siegelauctions.com/
enc/census/482A.pdf. — John 
Weigle]  

Q: Have you ever given a 
good certificate to an item the 
Philatelic Foundation had said 
was bad?  

A: It has happened. We con-
sider previous opinions. Some-
times new information or new 
techniques have been developed 
since the first opinion was of-
fered.  

In one case, it was discovered 
that an Eastern dealer had bought 
a cancelling device and was 
printing things to order for his 
customers. A lot of certificates 
for those items are no longer val-
id.  

Steve Pattillo: I have an item 
that has opinions from three 
groups. I think the only way to 
determine which is right is to go 
the Bureau of Printing for more 
information about how the stamp 
was produced.  

Scott Murphy: “There are 
times when the experts just don’t 
agree.” 

Q: As I understand it, with 
modern tagging if there is even a 
tiny dot of tagging, the item can’t 
be considered as untagged. Is that 
correct?  

A: Yes. The same is true of 

purported missing colors. If 
there’s the slightest trace of the 
color, the item is not a missing 
color error.  

Steve Pattillo plugged a site 
that has a number of podcasts 
prepared by people at PSE and 
visitors to the PSE booth at 
stamp shows. “It’s basically a 
bunch of us getting together and 
talking about stamps,” Murphy 
added.  

The podcasts can be heard at 
StampShowHereToday.com and 
are also available on iTunes and 
Stitcher.  

The PSE staff members and 
experts as listed on the PSE web-
site:   

Scott Murphy, CEO, senior 
expert; Caj Brejtfus, CFO, mar-
keting/advertising; Rex Bishop, 
expert; William T. Crowe, ex-
pert; Daniel Hughes, operations 
manager; Tom Schilling, expert; 
Geoffrey Mosher, junior expert; 
Jessica Mosher, webmaster. Oth-
er PSE experts: Richard Bates, 
Larry Bustillo, Richard Celler, 
Richard Champagne, Samantha 
D'Ambrosio, Richard Frajola, 
Richard Friedberg, Allen Furi-
kawa, Allen Hofsetz, Tom Jacks, 
Eric Jackson, Ron Lesher, Walter 
Mader, Frank Mandel, Don Med-
calf, Jonathan Orenstein, Lloyd 
Petri, Stanley M. Piller, Steve 
Rosen, Richard H. Salz, and Don 
Tocher. 

(Continued from page 8) 


