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We’re on the Internet at www.sescal.org and at www.facebook.com/sescal 

This year’s SESCAL — the 
seventieth —  celebrates 1939: 
The Greatest Year in Movie His-
tory — 75th anniversary on Oct. 
17-19 at the Hilton Los Angeles 
Airport Hotel. Pictures of the 
SESCAL cover and cancels are  
on page 4. 

The hotel is at 5711 W. Centu-
ry Blvd., Los Angeles. Show ad-
mission is free, and reduced-price 
parking is available to those who 

register at the SESCAL sign-in 
table. 

Hotel rates 

The SESCAL hotel rate is $91 
per night, single or double occu-
pancy, plus local taxes and fees. 
The rate is available for nights 
from Oct. 12 to  Oct. 22, allowing 
attendees to take advantage of lo-
cal attractions for a couple of days 
before or after the show.  

One- and two-bedroom suites 
are also available at a higher rate. 
Reservations may be made by 
calling the Hilton Los Angeles 
Airport Hotel directly at (310) 
410-4000, or the Hilton’s nation-
wide reservations number, (800) 
HILTONS. When you call, you 
must mention the special 
SESCAL Group Code, “FPC” (for 
Federated Philatelic Clubs) or 
SESCAL to get the special rate. If 
you are a Hilton HHonors mem-
ber, give them your HHonors 
number to receive your points. If 
you are not, join first at the HHon-
ors website. Reservations may al-
so be made at the Hilton’s 
webpage, which can be reached 
through the link on the SESCAL 
website, sescal.org .  

Other activities  

The show will have at least 200 
frames of exhibits and at least 26 

(Continued on page 2) 

SESCAL at a glance 
What: 70th SESCAL (Stamp Exhibition of Southern California) 
When: Oct. 17-19, 2014 
Where: Hilton Los Angeles Airport Hotel, 5711 W. Century 

Blvd., Los Angeles.  
Theme: Celebrating 1939: The Greatest Year in Movie History — 

75th Anniversary 
Admission: Free. Reduced parking with validation 
Related websites:  

SESCAL: sescal.org 
Éire Philatelic Association: http://www.eirephilatelicassoc.org/ 
Scandinavian Collectors Club: http://scc-online.org/ 

SESCAL 

theme 

celebrates 

movies  

of 1939  
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About us 
The Philatelic Review 

is published irregularly by 
The Federated Philatelic 
Clubs of Southern 
California. 

The SESCAL website, 
which also includes 
information about the 
Federation and a list of 
member clubs, is at 
www.sescal.org. 

News about 
Federation or club events 
and other articles should 
be sent to the editor, John 
Weigle, at P.O. Box 6536, 
Ventura, CA 93006-6536 
or, by e-mail, to 
jweigle@vcnet.com.    
   

Officers: 
President 

John Weigle 
P.O. Box 6536 
Ventura, Calif. 93006-6536 
jweigle@vcnet.com 
 

President elect 

Vacant 
 
Vice President 

Ken Weber 
Ventura, Calif. 
kencar712002@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary 

Betty Green 
 
Treasurer 

Lois M. Evans-de Violini 
 
Immediate past president 

Jerome Kasper 
Clovis, Calif.  
(559) 325-6141   
jerome.kasper@gmail.com  
 
SESCAL chairman 

Carl Shaff II 
c2shaff@aol.com 

dealers offering all types of philatelic 
material. This year’s program will in-
clude the dealers’ specialties as they 
listed them on  their applications. 

The Éire Philatelic Association and 
the Scandinavian Collectors Club plan 
national conventions at SESCAL, and 
several organizations will meet during 
the show.  A list of all currently sched-
uled  meetings is on the SESCAL web-
site. 

The U.S. Postal Service and the 
United Nations Post Offices are ex-
pected at the show. 

APS educational course 

The American Philatelic Society 
is offering a 2-day educational course,  
Revenues: Collecting the Stamps and 

Their Stories. with Ron Lesher 
on Oct. 15-16, immediately prior to the 
show.  

This description of the course and 
the instructor is from the APS website: 

“After a brief exploration of the en-
tire field of revenues, we will spend the 
first day talking about what and how to 
collect revenues and fiscal history. A 
very important part of this will be to do 
some exploring of fakes and forgeries 
intended to deceive the collector, many 
of which are frequently found on inter-
net auction sites. 

“On the second day we will delve 
into stories about why these stamps 
were issued, how they were a part of 
the material culture of their times, and 
how the taxes impacted upon society. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Revenues course planned at SESCAL 
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2014 theme: The year 1939 in motion pictures 
This article was written by Bill 

Miller, SESCAL publicity chair-

man. 

T he year 1939 in motion 
pictures is widely con-
sidered as the most out-
standing one ever when 

it comes to the high quality and 
high attendance at the large num-
ber of best films that premiered in 
the year (considered as a percent-
age of the population in the United 
States, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom at that time). 

Pick almost any day in 1939, 
and let the tornado whirl you into 
a never-never land of Hollywood 
excellence. Pick a day in the year 
that was Hollywood’s best and try 
to imagine the luck of a movie 
buff with enough dimes to see 
every great movie released. Pick a 
day and skip past the portentous 
international news and go directly 

to the movie listings. 
Pick Aug. 15, for instance, the 

day that “The Wizard of Oz” 
premiered at Grauman's  Chinese 
Theater in Hollywood. 

In the news (you had to look, 
didn’t you?), Adolf Hitler was 
pushing Poland toward war and 
Benito Mussolini was urging the 
Poles not to fight back. The mayor 
of Waterbury, Connecticut, and 19 
others were being convicted of 
pocketing $1 million in city funds. 
In Philadelphia, a 27-year-old 
golfer was apologizing for throw-
ing a club the day before and kill-
ing his caddy. 

If 1939 was a very bad year for 
peace (and caddies), it was the 
greatest of them all for movies. If 
you had been around on Aug. 15 
that year and weren’t on MGM’s 
“Oz” premiere invitation list, there 
was no need for  despair. 

Among the films then playing 
in theaters near you: “Gunga Din,” 
with Cary Grant and Douglas Fair-
banks Jr.; “Wuthering Heights,” 
with Laurence Olivier and Merle 
Oberon; “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” 
with Robert Donat; “Dark Victo-
ry,” with Bette Davis, Humphrey 
Bogart and the dashing newcomer 
Ronald Reagan; “Only Angels 
Have Wings,” with Cary Grant 
and Jean Arthur; “Love Affair,” a 
smash box office hit starring Irene 
Dunne and Charles Boyer; “The 
Little Princess,” with Shirley 
Temple in one of only eight Tech-
nicolor films on the year's release 
schedule; “Juarez,” a biographical 
drama starring Paul Muni and 
written by young John Huston; 
“The Story of Vernon and Irene 
Castle,” the last in a series of ro-
mantic dance movies starring Fred 

(Continued on page 4) 

“Examples will be chosen from 
the eighteenth century to the pre-
sent. Early sign-ups to the course 
are invited to suggest specific rev-
enues that should be included in 
the second day's explorations. 

“Ron Lesher of Easton, Mary-
land, is a retired New Jersey gov-
ernment bureaucrat and teacher in 
private and public secondary 
schools in Pennsylvania and Mar-
yland, with a special interest in the 
teaching of mathematics and phys-
ics. He is a frequent exhibitor and 
a nationally and internationally 
accredited judge. His column The 
Tax Collector has appeared in eve-

ry issue of The American Stamp 
Dealer & Collector. Ron admits to 
having penned more than 500 arti-
cles in philatelic journals under 
such names as Roscoe Irwin, Ben 
Czech, and even Ron Lesher. 

Seats are limited so please reg-
ister early.” 

Regency-Superior auction  

Once again, Regency-Superior 
is the official auctioneer for 
SESCAL. 

The auction will feature nearly 
2,300 lots. The catalog is available 
online at http://
www.regencystamps.com/
catalog.aspx. 

The schedule: 
Wednesday, Oct. 15, beginning 

at 11   a.m. (CT), Space, Auto-
graphs and Coins (online auction). 

The next two sessions will be at 
the LAX Hilton: 

Saturday, Oct. 18, beginning at 
11 a.m. (PT), USA Singles and 
Sets. 

Sunday, Oct. 19, beginning at 
11 a.m. (PT) USA Possessions, 
Foreign Singles and Sets, USA, 
and Worldwide Covers and Col-
lections. 

Viewing is available during 
show hours in the Plaza Ballroom. 
The auction will be in the Catalina 
B Room on the second floor.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Regency-Superior auction at show 



 Page 4                                                                      The Philatelic Review                                                  September 2014 

Astaire and Ginger Rogers; and 
“Stanley and Livingstone,” with 
Spencer Tracy. 

Don Ameche fans had to 
choose between the sophisticated 
comedy “Midnight” (co-written 
by the promising Billy Wilder), 
the critically acclaimed biopic 
“The Story of Alexander Graham 
Bell,” and “Hollywood Caval-
cade,” which traced the history of 
Hollywood right up to 1939. 

Five of the movies available 
that week — ”The Wizard of Oz,” 
“Love Affair,” “Dark Victory,” 
“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” and 
“Wuthering Heights” — would go 
on to be nominated for the Acade-
my Award for best picture. In 
those days, the categories weren’t 
limited to five, and it was a good 
thing. The final best picture ballot 
also included “Stagecoach,” “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” “Of 
Mice and Men,” “Ninotchka,” and 
the movie with which the year will 
always be identified, “Gone With 
the Wind.” 

“Gone With the Wind” was 
released at Christmas and, incredi-
bly, lived up to its hype. 

“We cannot get over the shock 
of not being disappointed, we had 
almost been looking forward to 
that,” wrote New York Times crit-
ic Frank Nugent, alluding to the 
torturous three-year publicity 
campaign that preceded the open-
ing. 

“Gone With the Wind” domi-
nated the box office the following 
year and, gauged by the numbers 
of people who have seen it in the 
five succeeding decades, it is by 
far the most successful motion 
picture ever made. But it was just 
one of dozens from that year that 
have become library classics, 

movies that have been perennial 
favorites at revival houses and ret-
rospectives. Check the “Classics” 
shelves at your hipper video 
stores ,and you’ll find more selec-
tions from 1939 than from any 
other year. 

John Ford had a career in ’39 
with the release of “Young Mr. 
Lincoln,” “Drums Along the Mo-
hawk” and “Stagecoach.” Victor 
Fleming, previously a seasoned 
but unremarkable veteran of ad-
venture films, gained immortality 
as the director of record on both 
“Gone With the Wind” and “The 
Wizard of Oz.” 

Bette Davis, attempting to 
overcome her rejection for the role 
of Scarlett O’Hara through sheer 

volume, adorned marquees every-
where as the star of “The Private 
Lives of Elizabeth and Essex,” 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

This year’s cover and cancels  are the work of graphics designer 

Phil Dockter, who has created cachets for many events. Profes-
sional cartoonist Dave Bennett will create five labels to be used 

on the covers and to be sold separately. Individual covers are 
$3. The set of three covers is $7. The  five labels (one for each 
day of the show, one for the Awards Banquet, and a souvenir 

sheet label containing all four labels) are $5. The covers will be 
available at the Claude C. Ries Chapter of the American First 

Day Cover Society table. Orders may also be sent to Michael 
Litvak, 1866 Loma Vista St., Pasadena, California 91104. Checks 
should be made payable to “SESCAL.” All orders must include a 

No. 10 SASE  with correct postage for order. Questions regarding 
orders may be emailed to Litvak at michael.litvak4@gmail.com.  
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More on theme ... 

“Dark Victory,” “The Old Maid” 
and “Juarez.” 

It was the year that Garbo 
laughed, in Ernst Lubitsch’s 
“Ninotchka,” and Marlene Die-
trich came back in “Destry Rides 
Again.” The year that James Stew-
art, Frank Capra’s wise choice as 
the star of “Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,” and his pal Henry 
Fonda, Ford’s choice for “Young 
Mr. Lincoln,” became major stars. 

David O. Selznick, one of the 
most powerful producers in the era 
of the producer, managed to dis-
cover Vivien Leigh and Ingrid 
Bergman in 1939, casting the Brit-
ish Leigh in “Gone With the 
Wind,” and the Swedish Bergman 
in an American remake of 
“Intermezzo.” 

When Judy Garland wasn’t 
dancing with the Scarecrow in 
“The Wizard of Oz,” she was 
dancing with Mickey Rooney in 
“Babes in Arms,” the Busby 
Berkeley musical that earned 
Rooney an Oscar nomination as 
best actor. Rooney, who had just 
eclipsed Shirley Temple as Holly-
wood’s leading box-office attrac-
tion, also appeared in three Andy 
Hardy movies and — in the role 
he seemed born to play — “The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.” 

Motion picture and film histori-
ans often rate 1939 as “the great-
est year in the history of Holly-
wood.” Hollywood movies pro-
duced in Southern California were 
at the height of their Golden Age 
(in spite of many cheaply made or 
undistinguished films also being 

produced, something to be ex-
pected in any year in commercial 
cinema), and during 1939 there 
are the premieres of an outstand-
ingly large number of exceptional 
motion pictures, many of which 
became honored as all-time classic 
films. 

● Aug. 15: The Wizard of Oz 
premiered at Grauman's Chinese 
Theater in Los Angeles. 

● Oct. 17: “Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington” premiered in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

● Dec. 15: “Gone with the 
Wind” premiered in Atlanta, 
Georgia, with a three-day-long 
festival. 

● March 31: Release of the 
20th Century Fox film version of 
“The Hound of the Baskervilles,” 
first of a Sherlock Holmes film 
series starring Basil Rathbone as 
Sherlock Holmes and Nigel Bruce 
as Dr. Watson. 

Canada established a National 
Film Commission, predecessor of 
the National Film Board of Cana-
da, with John Grierson as first 
commissioner. 

Nominees for the Academy 

Award for best picture 

1939 was one of the years in 
which the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences nomi-
nated 10 films for Best Picture: 

● “Dark Victory” 
● “Gone With the Wind” (The 

winner) 
● “Goodbye, Mr. Chips” 
● “Love Affair” 
● “Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-

ington” 
● “Ninotchka” 

● “Of Mice and Men” 
● “Stagecoach” 
● “The Wizard of Oz” 
● “Wuthering Heights” 
These films came from a wide 

variety of film genres and sources 
for their stories and settings, in-
cluding historical novels (“Gone 
with the Wind”), contemporary 
affairs (“Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington” and “Of Mice and Men”), 
love stories, classic novels 
(“Wuthering Heights”), a fantasy-
musical (“The Wizard of Oz”), a 
tragedy (“Dark Victory”), a story 
of the Old West (“Stagecoach”), 
and a comedy (“Ninotchka”). 

The five nominees for best di-
rector of 1939 all went on to be-
come legendary film directors 
with multiple stellar films to their 
credit. In alphabetical order: Frank 
Capra, Victor Fleming, John Ford, 
Sam Wood, and William Wyler. 

Top grossing films  

These figures are not necessari-
ly the sums that were taken in dur-
ing 1939 — particularly for films 
that made their premieres in Octo-
ber, November, and December. 
Note that the No. 1 film in this list 
premiered in mid-December, and 
it certainly did not take in 
$200,000,000 in December 1939. 
At the time, box office numbers 
were reported as a percentage of 
business for each theater in com-
parison to “normal” business. For 
example, “Jesse James” performed 
at 182 percent and “The Wizard of 
Oz” at 156 percent. This puts the 
astounding 388 percent that “Gone 
with the Wind” performed at in 
perspective for the time.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Federation, SESCAL news 

Volunteers needed 

You’ve heard it before, but 
both the Federation and SESCAL 
need volunteers for essential jobs. 

This is Jean Kasper’s last year 
as awards chairman for SESCAL.  

She will be available most of 
next year before SESCAL to help  
whoever takes the job and is pre-
paring a detailed explanation  of 
what the job entails and  the nec-
essary contacts.  

The main part of the job is get-
ting the awards presented at the 
show. This includes contacting 
specialist societies  that provide 
awards, making arrangements to 
get the awards to the show and 
preparing several reports for the 
groups that provided the awards. 

We also need a webmaster. 
Lois Evans and John Weigle have 
been keeping the site up to date, 
but both of them have other duties 
with the Federation and SESCAL, 
not to mention other organiza-
tions. 

Neither Evans nor Weigle has 
time to redesign the site and then 
keep it up to date. Knowledge of 
cascading style sheets and HTML 
is more important than knowledge 
of philately. 

Vice President Ken Weber does 
not plan to seek re-election. The 
vice president’s job is primarily to 
replace the president if that person 
becomes incapacitated, dies or re-
signs and to perform such other 
duties as are assigned. Generally, 
there aren’t many additional du-
ties. 

Finally, we need a secretary to 
take minutes at the meetings 

(which have pretty much dwindled 
to the annual meeting at 
SESCAL), file some reports with 
the state and maintain Federation 
and SESCAL records. 

Anyone interested in any of the 
jobs should contact Weigle at 
SESCAL or by email at jwei-
gle@vcnet.com.   

Champion of Champions winner 

Gordon Eubanks, whose “The 
United States Imperforate Issues 
of 1851-1856” was the grand 
award winner at last year’s 
SESCAL, is the winner of the 
American Philatelic Society’s  
Champion of Champions award. 

Grand award winners at World 
Series of Philately shows compete 
for the honor at the annual APS 
Stampshow, which was Aug. 21-
24 at Hartford, Connecticut. 

Linn’s Stamp News described 
the exhibit this way in its Sept. 9 
report on the award: “The exhibit 
presents archival material, produc-
tion varieties, large multiples, ex-
amples of availability, a range of 
usages and more.” 

Eubanks also won the 2012 
Champion of Champions award 
for his exhibit “First Federally Is-
sued Postage Stamps,” Linn’s 
said. 

The Federation extends its con-
gratulations to Eubanks. 

Club newsletters wanted 

President and newsletter editor 
John Weigle would like to tell oth-
er Federation clubs about your 
club’s successful activities, but 
that’s impossible unless the clubs 
share their newsletters with him.  

The Claude C. Ries Chapter of 

the American First Day Cover Socie-
ty and the Southern California Air 
Mail  Society send us their email 
newsletters, and Weigle edits the 
Ventura County Philatelic Society 
Newsletter and The Philatelic Re-
view, but he doesn’t get any infor-
mation from other clubs so it’s hard 
to spread the word about successful 
programs. 

Information can be sent to Weigle 
at P.O. Box 6536,l Ventura, Califor-
nia 93006, or by email to jwei-
gle@vcnet.com. 

 

General philatelic news 

If your club needs a website 

Clubs that would like an Inter-
net presence but don’t have a 
member who can build a website 
might want to check an offer by 
the American Philatelic Society, 
which will host small club sites 
for $75 per year. 

The details can be found at 
http://stamps.org/Club-Websites, 
but basically the cost covers the  
site creation (up to four pages), 
hosting, and up to four updates 
annually. The site’s URL will be 
www.stamps.org/your club name. 

Sites are based on a template 
and can include the club name,  
logo, affiliations, meeting place, 
time and contact information, cal-
endar of club events, a down-
loadable member application (club 
must provide form), officer listing, 
club bylaws and up to 10 links and 
up to eight photos 

The site doesn’t make it clear, 
but it appears that clubs must be 
APS chapters to be eligible for the 
service (at least, all the clubs that 
have sites as of this writing are 
APS chapters). 

Philatelic news and notes ... 


