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The PHILATELIC REVIEW 

Of The Federated Philatelic Clubs of Southern California 
And Federation Reporter 

 January 2017 
We’re on the internet at www.sescal.org and at www.facebook.com/sescal 

“Between Orcopex and Aripex, try Southern California’s first World 
Series of Philately APS rated show!” 

That’s the headline and invitation on a flier for SANDICAL Expo 
2017, which is scheduled for Jan. 27-29 at the Al Bahr Shrine Center, 
5440 Mesa Road, San Diego. 

Show hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Sunday. Admission and parking are free. 

The show expects 31 dealers and at least 150 frames of exhibits and 
stamp presentations.   

The new show hotel is the Ramada San Diego North, 5550 Kearny 
Mesa Road, San Diego, telephone 800-447-2637. The cutoff for the 
special rate was Dec. 27. 

For more information, see the website at sandical.org, with the 
search string set for Sandical 2017, email eygehuyser@cox.net, or call 
619-920-5055.  

SANDICAL at a glance 
What: SANDICAL Expo 2017 featur ing competitive exhibits, 

bourse, society meetings.  
When: Jan. 27-29, 2017. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 10 

a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. 
Where: Al Bahr  Shr ine Center , 5440 Mesa Road, San Diego. 
Admission and parking: Free.  
Website: http://www.sandical.org (watch carefully after  leaving 

the home page because some material has not been updated). 

SANDICAL set for Jan. 27-29 in San Diego 

SESCAL awards, new chairman, location announced  
Sandeep Jaiswal’s British India — 

Queen Victoria Postal Stationery won the 
grand award at the 72d SESCAL (Stamp 
Exhibition of Southern California) in Los 
Angeles on Oct. 23-25, 2016. The exhibit 
is a detailed study of all Victorian postal 
stationery items. 

The other top awards were:  
George Bennett Memorial Reserve 

Grand Award — Lester C. Lanphear III, 
U. S. Departmentals, 1873–1884. 

Single Frame Grand Award — 
Michael Mahler, Big Rug, Small Rug, 
Baby Rug: U.S. Civil War Era $200 and 
$500 Revenues, Their Purpose Illustrated. 

Single Frame Reserve Grand 
Award — Matthew W. Kewriga, US 

1870 2 Cent Jackson Bank Note: From 
Model To Complete Die. 

(The complete palmares is at the end 
of this article.) 

The show also named a new chair-
man and decided to move in 2017 to the 
Ontario Convention Center after many 
years at the Los Angeles Airport Hilton. 
Increasingly heavy traffic in the airport 
area generated more and more complaints 
about the location over the past several 
years. 

Chairman Carl Shaff II decided to 
resign after 10 years as chairman. His 
replacement is John Weigle, president of 
the Federated Philatelic Clubs of South-
ern California, the sponsor of SESCAL. 
Weigle is a long-time collector with spe-

cial interests in the postal history of Cali-
fornia’s Ventura County, where he was 
born and raised, and official seals of the 
world on and off covers. He writes a 
monthly stamp column for the Ventura 
County Star newspaper, from which he 
retired several years ago. 

SESCAL 2017 is scheduled for Oct. 
13-15. Details will be announced on the 
show’s website at sescal.org and its Face-
book page at https://www.facebook.com/
sescal?fref=ts as they develop. 

SESCAL 2016 Palmares 
Sept. 24, 2016 

Federation Grand Award 
Sandeep Jaiswal, British India — Queen 
Victoria Postal Stationery.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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About us 
The Philatelic Review 

is published irregularly by 
The Federated Philatelic 
Clubs of Southern 
California. 

The SESCAL website, 
which also includes 
information about the 
Federation and a list of 
member clubs, is at 
www.sescal.org. 

News about 
Federation or club events 
and other articles should 
be sent to the editor, John 
Weigle, at P.O. Box 6536, 
Ventura, CA 93006-6536 
or, by e-mail, to 
jweigle@vcnet.com.    
   

Officers: 
President 
John Weigle 
P.O. Box 6536 
Ventura, Calif. 93006-6536 
jweigle@vcnet.com 
 
President elect 
Vacant 
 
Vice President 
Vacant 
 
Secretary 
Betty Green 
 
Treasurer 
Lois M. Evans-de Violini 
 
Immediate past president 
Jerome Kasper 
Clovis, Calif.  
(559) 325-6141   
jerome.kasper@gmail.com  
 
SESCAL chairman 
John Weigle 
jweigle@vcnet.com 
 

Volunteers for 
the open posi-
tions are wel-
come. If you’re 
interested, notify 
Weigle at either 
of the above 
addresses.  

George Bennett Memorial Reserve 
Grand Award: Lester  C. Lanphear  III, U. S. 
Departmentals, 1873-1884 

Single Frame Grand Award: Michael 
Mahler, Big Rug, Small Rug, Baby Rug: U. S. 
Civil War Era $200 and $500 Revenues, Their 
Purpose Illustrated. 

Single Frame Reserve Grand Award: 
Matthew W. Kewriga, US 1870 2 Cent Jackson 
Bank Note: From Model To Complete Die. 

 
MULTI-FRAME EXHIBITS 

Gold 
Michael Mahler, Ghosts Of The Glory 

Trail: Nevada Fiscal History, 1863-1873. 
Dr. Paul J. Phillips, The Coronation Year 

Of King George V. 
Art Bunce, AQ Lettersheets Of The Re-

public Of Venice, And Their Watermarks, 1608
-1797, 

Michael Mahler, Jewels Of The Gilded 
Age (And Beyond): The New York Bond Tax-
es of 1911 - 20. 

Allen Klein, Salute to U.S.S. Macon. 
Lester C. Lanphear III, U. S. Departmen-

tals, 1873-1884. 
James A. Allen, The First United States 12 

Cent Stamp Series of 1851-1861. 
Louis Fiset, U. S. Internment of Noncom-

batants in World War II (1939-1948). 
K. Joe Youssefi, Classic Persia to UPU. 
Dr. Michael D. Dixon, Great Britain: QE II 

Pre-Decimal Air Letters. 
Louis Fiset, Gum breakers on BEP Stamp 

Production, 1919-1981. 
Michael Jaffe, A Philatelic Survey of U. S. 

Waterfowl Hunting Jurisdictions. 
Sandeep Jaiswal, British India — Queen 

Victoria Postal Stationery. 
Vermeil 
Igor Grigorian, Pre-Christian Armenia: 

From Origins to Temple of Garni. 
Brian H. Clague, MD, British Medicine 

Duty Stamps. 
Jack Kifedjian, French Military Occupa-

tion of Syria and the Arab Kingdom, 1919-
1922. 

Hovhannes Koshkakarian, The Day The 
Earth Shook. 

Dickson Preston, Greenland Postal History 
1938-1985. 

Art Bunce, Canada: The Quebec Tercen-
tenary Issue of 1908. 

SINGLE FRAME EXHIBITS 
Gold 

Ed Field, Use of $5 Stamps To Pay Regis-
try Surcharges On Transfer of Securities: 
1933-45. 

K. Joe Youssfi, Persia: Interventions and 
Occupations of Foreign Powers (1812-1880). 

Allen Klein, Flown Mail On U.S.S. Sha-
nandoah. 

Matthew W. Kewriga, US 1870 2 Cent 
Jackson Bank Note: From Model To Complete 
Die. 

Michael Mahler, Big Rug, Small Rug, Ba-
by Rug: U. S. Civil War Era $200 and $500 
Revenues, Their Purpose Illustrated. 

Mark Schwartz, The "Special Arrange-
ment" Between Liverpool and the U. S. — 
1843-1848. 

Fran Adams, The United Nations and Pal-
estine: 1947-1951. 

Vermeil 
Igor Grigorian, Incense and Its Evolution 

into Armenian Scented Paper (Papier d'Ar-
menie). 

Silver 
Bill O’Connor, The Irish International Ex-

hibition, Dublin, 1907. 
Silver Bronze 

Igor Grigorian, Ivan Aivazosvsky (1817-
1900) : Hymns to the Blue Seas.  

YOUTH SINGLE FRAME EXHIBITS 
Bronze 

Samuel Rojo, Airplanes and Helicopters 
Diego Velasco, Disney Stamps.  

Certificate 
Andres Gamboa, Australia. 
Yazmin Mandujano, Flowers 

SPONSORED AWARDS 
American Philatelic Society Medal of 

Excellence: Pre 1900: James A. Allen, The 
First United States 12 Cent Stamp Series of 
1851-1861. 

American Philatelic Society Medal of 
Excellence: 1900-1940: Michael Mahler , 
Jewels Of The Gilded Age (And Beyond): The 
New York Bond Taxes of 1911-20. 

American Philatelic Society Medal of 
Excellence: 1940-1980: Louis Fiset, U.S. In-
ternment of Noncombatants in World War II 
(1939-1948). 

American Philatelic Society Medal of 
Excellence: Post 1980: Hovhannes 
Koshkakarian, The Day The Earth Shook. 

American Philatelic Society Research 
Medal: Sandeep Jaiswal, Br itish India — 
Queen Victoria Postal Stationery. 

American Association of Philatelic Ex-
hibitors: Gold Award of Honor: Igor  Gr igo-
rian, Pre-Christian Armenia: From Origins to 
Temple of Garni. 

American Association of Philatelic Ex-
hibitors: Gold Award of Honor: Igor  Gr igo-
rian, Incense and Its Evolution into Armenian 
Scented Paper (Papier d'Armenie). 

American Association of Philatelic Ex-
hibitors: Creativity Award: Dr. Paul J . Phil-
lips, The Coronation Year Of King George V. 

American Association of Philatelic Ex-
hibitors: Plan and Headings Excellence 
Award: James A. Allen, The Fir st United 
States 12 Cent Stamp Series of 1851-1861. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Please forward this issue to any individuals and organizations you think 
might be interested, and please share the information with members of 

your clubs. Thank you. 

When I visited OrcoExpo this year to 
distribute my SESCAL chairman busi-
ness card, I had, as expected, some mixed 
reactions to our decision to move 
SESCAL to the Ontario 
Convention Center. Some 
of the dealers liked the 
idea, some didn’t, and 
some weren’t sure. 

And in the next day’s 
email I got this message 
(I’m not using the writer’s 
name because he didn’t 
expect it to be printed, and 
his question, I’m sure, re-
flects others’ views):  

“I saw from the SESCAL website that 
the Stamp Show in October will be mov-
ing to Ontario.  

“This is quite a distance from my 
home in N. Hollywood and not nearly as 
convenient as the former venue, the Air-
port Hilton, where I have attended the 
annual SESCAL for many years.  

“Can you tell us why the show is 
moving this year? I'm sure there was 
good reasoning behind the move. Or per-
haps the financial aspect?” 

My slightly edited answer (I found 
some typos as I looked at it again) fol-
lows: 

“Good morning: There are several 
reasons we decided to move. The primary 

one was that many dealers said they 
would not keep coming to SESCAL if we 
didn’t move because they weren’t mak-
ing enough for the trip to be worthwhile. 
Of course, there might be any number of 
reasons for that — wrong stock for those 
attending, the economy, and so on — but 
many of the dealers cited parking issues, 
the need to have dealers on one floor and 
exhibits on another, lack of consistent Wi
-Fi in the bourse area, difficulties loading 
and unloading their stock because of 
height limits at the loading dock area and 
the traffic load near LAX. Our bourse 
chairman, Fred Gregory, talked to other 
dealers who did not take part in the Sun-
day morning meeting that many dealers 
had asked for. 

“Of course, some dealers and at-
tendees, said, as you did, that the Hilton 
is close to their homes and they were 
quite happy with it or, even if they had 
some problems, did not want to move.  

“If the Hilton folks had decided not to 
waive penalties for canceling an event, 
we would have had to stay at the LAX 
Hilton for the next three years (2017, 
2018 and 2019). We would have faced 
the difficult choice of staying at the site 
even as the number of dealers fell and the 
costs increased, finding a financial angel 
or two, making major cuts (which would 
hurt attendance even more), moving or 

deciding that SESCAL has had a long 
run, and it's time to quit while we can.  

“Fred Gregory and Howard Green, 
our exhibits chair, looked at several sites 
and recommended the Ontario Conven-
tion Center for several reasons: dealers 
and exhibits will be in one large ball-
room, meetings rooms will be available, 
the center is surrounded by hotels and 
restaurants (in addition to food service in 
the  center) and the cost is lower. The 
center is, its literature says, three blocks 
from the Ontario Airport — I haven’t 
walked the area and have no idea how 
long the blocks are — but transportation 
is available to and from the airport. I 
know dealers wouldn’t walk while carry-
ing their stock, but some show visitors 
with light luggage might. Convention 
Center parking is all outdoors, and the 
price will be lower than the Hilton. Over-
night parking is not allowed, but people 
staying overnight can park at the hotel of 
their choice. I live in Oxnard and have 
made the trip twice now on what some 
people call the ‘back route’ from our area 
and can avoid the usual heavy traffic on 
101 and 405. The trip for me takes a bit 
more time; obviously, that will not be the 
case for you. 

“I went to ORCOEXPO yesterday 
and had mixed reactions from dealers I 

(Continued on page 4) 

American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors: Novice Award: Jack Kife-
djian, French Military Occupation of 
Syria and the Arab Kingdom, 1919-1922. 

American Philatelic Congress 
Award: Louis Fiset, U. S. Internment 
of Noncombatants in World War II (1939
-1948). 

Armenian Philatelic Association 
Award: Hovhannes Koshkakar ian, 
The Day The Earth Shook. 

Lynne Warm Griffiths Memorial 
Award: James A. Allen, The Fir st 

United States 12 Cent Stamp Series of 
1851-1861. 

Postal History Society Award 
Louis Fiset, U. S. Internment of Noncom-
batants in World War II (1939-1948). 

United States Philatelic Classics 
Society Medal: Michael Mahler , 
Ghosts Of The Glory Trail: Nevada Fis-
cal History, 1863-1873. 

United States Stamp Society Stat-
ue of Freedom Medal 
Michael Mahler, Ghosts Of The Glory 
Trail: Nevada Fiscal History, 1863-1873. 

WESTPEX Merit Award: K. Joe 
Youssefi, Classic Persia to UPU. 

Women Exhibitors Sterling 
Achievement Award: Bill O’Connor, 
The Irish International Exhibition, Dub-
lin, 1907. 

Youth First Award: Samuel Rojo, 
Airplanes and Helicopters. 

Youth Second Award: Diego Ve-
lasco, Disney Stamps. 

SESCAL 2016 Jury Members: 
Mrs. Patricia Stilwell Walker, jury chair-
woman; W. Danforth Walker, judge; Dr. 
Frederick P. Lawrence, judge;   Stephen 
D, Schumann, judge; Roland H. Cipolla, 
II, Judge; Stephen McGill, apprentice 
judge. 

(Continued from page 2) 

What’s going on with all the changes? 

More on SESCAL awards ... 

 Weigle 

Chairman’s 
corner 
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Minutes of the  

Federation meeting  
of Sept. 25, 2016 

If you know of potential dealers or exhibitors for SESCAL 2017, please direct 
them to the SESCAL website at www.sescal.org, where they can find contact     
information for the bourse and exhibits chairs. The contracts and exhibiting  

entries are not available yet. 

talked to. Some were thrilled, some were 
doubtful, some said they perfectly happy 
with the Hilton. (The DoubleTree Hotel, 
our official SESCAL hotel, is a Hilton 
operation, which is probably a factor in 
the LAX Hilton decision to waive the 
cancellation fees they could have 
charged.) 

“I hope I’ve answered your questions 
and that you’ll give us a chance this year 
by going to Ontario. We hope that we’ll 
pick up new attendees from Ontario and 
surrounding areas and keep many of our 
Los Angeles/Orange county customers 

and dealers. Please let me know if there’s 
anything we can do that might increase 
the likelihood you would attend (no, I 
don't think we can provide limo or bus 
transportation.” 

I’d like to hear your thoughts on the 
move and any suggestions you have to 
improve SESCAL. I hope we can pick up 
new visitors from an area that does not 
have lots of stamp shows or bourses to 
compete with and keep most, if not all, of 
our current dealers, exhibitors and cus-
tomers.  

If you have suggestions, please send 
them to me at the email address or regu-

lar mail address listed on page 2. Are 
there changes you’d like to see or events 
that should be added? 

What kinds of events encourage you 
to visit SESCAL or any other stamp 
show? What kinds of events or situations 
would discourage you from coming? 

And, finally, how do you learn about 
the SESCAL dates every year? The post-
card notices, newspaper stories, stamp 
clubs you belong to, a friend or fellow 
collector, the SESCAL webpage, a phila-
telic publication, the APS e-mail show 
notices or something else? 

Thanks for your help. 

(Continued from page 3) 

More on SESCAL changes ... 

The Federation meeting was called to 
order by President John Weigle at the 
annual SESCAL stamp show at the Hil-
ton Hotel at LAX at 9:00 AM. 

John turned the meeting over to Carl 
Shaff,  SESCAL Chairman.  Carl had two 
announcements: 

Carl announced that he is resigning as 
Chairman of SESCAL as of Monday, 
Sept. 26, 2016. 

 A vote needs to be taken at this meet-
ing for SESCAL to leave the Hilton Ho-
tel and relocate to the Ontario Conven-
tion Center. After a meeting with the 
Hilton executives, it was agreed that with 
the timely notice given, there would not 
be a $3,645 penalty charged for leaving 
the Hotel. 

Carl made it clear that even though 
there were many problems with the hotel, 
i.e.  parking costs, bad internet and cell 
phone reception to name a few, the hotel 
staff has been very professional and a 
pleasure to work with. 

Wallace Craig moved to move 
SESCAL to the Ontario Convention Cen-
ter Starting in October, 2017. 

Seconded by Bill O’Connor 

MOTION CARRIED 
Fred Gregory listed many advantages 

to moving to the Ontario Convention 
Center.  The dealers and the show exhib-
its will be able to be in the same room, 
the costs will be cheaper, parking will be 
easier and the loading docks will be 
much easier to access. Phone and internet 
reception will work. 

The tentative dates for next year will 
be: set-up, Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017, and 
the show will run Oct. 13, 14, and close 
the 15th. 

SESCAL Committee Reports: 
Attendance: 
Jerry Winerman reported the attend-

ance was lower than last year. He report-
ed that some people did not receive re-
minder cards in the mail about the show.  
The mailing lists need to be checked. 

Publicity: 
It was suggested that the cost of pub-

licity needs to be checked. Are we spend-
ing too much for the results we are get-
ting?  Maybe some free publicity can be 
obtained by using the free calendar of 
events in local newspapers. Carl will 
check with Bill Miller. The Los Angeles 

Times was a good source of publicity, 
but very expensive. 

Bourse: 
Fred Gregory wondered why the deal-

ers weren’t given breakfast vouchers. It 
was explained that it wasn’t part of their 
contract. They get three box lunches as 
per their contract. (It was pointed out by 
Lois Evans de Violini that the judges get 
a breakfast, a lunch and a banquet ticket 
as an amenity, and also an honorarium.) 

It was suggested that the committee 
look into a PA system for the Bourse to 
make announcements for upcoming 
meetings during the course of the show. 

John Weigle announced it is a goal of 
his to have a current contact list of 
names, cell phone numbers and emails 
for the committee members. 

A special thank you was given to 
Dawn Goss for stepping in on very short 
notice to handle the Awards Chairman-
ship. She did a great job and has plans for 
making next year’s awards even better! 

Having no further business, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

Recording Secretary. 
Betty Green 
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USPS glossary of philatelic terms 
(I was looking for an explanation of 

U.S. Postal Service terminology on the 
types of stamps it issues and found those 
definitions and many others. The source 
is “Publication 32 — Glossary of Postal 
Terms,” which is online at https://
about.usps.com/publications/pub32/
pub32_terms.htm. The philatelic terms 
are gathered below. — John Weigle, edi-
tor) 

adhesive: (1) The gum or glue on the 
back of a postage stamp. Stamp adhesive 
may be either water-activated or pressure
-sensitive. (2) An adhesive stamp or label 
affixed to a mailpiece cover. 

adhesive stamp: A gummed stamp, 
either self-adhesive or with mucilage 
requiring moistening, that is designed to 
be affixed to mail. 

ATM sheetlet: (See automatic teller 
machine sheetlet.) 

automatic teller machine sheetlet 
ATM sheetlet: A pane of self-adhesive 
stamps on a liner (backing) that is the 
same size as U.S. currency and can be 
dispensed from automatic teller ma-
chines. 

backprint (philatelic) Printing on the 
reverse of postage stamps such as num-
bers, symbols, or information about the 
stamp. 

bicolor (philatelic) (1) A two-color 
postage stamp. (2) Printed in two colors. 

block: (philatelic) An unseparated 
group of stamps that is at least two 
stamps high and two stamps wide. (See 
also plate block.) 

bogus: (philatelic) A fictitious, worth-
less stamplike label created only for sale 
to collectors. Bogus stamps include non-
existent values added to regularly issued 
sets and issues for nations without postal 
systems. (Compare with counterfeit.) 

booklet (stamp): A book of stamps 
that consists of at least one small pane 
(called a booklet pane) between protec-
tive covers or configured by folding to 
form a small unit. The format makes the 
purchase economical and convenient to 
carry. 

booklet pane: A small sheet of stamps 
specially cut or produced to be sold in 
booklets. 

booklet of stamps: A book of stamps 
consisting of at least one small pane 
(called a booklet pane) between protec-
tive covers or configured by folding to 
form a small booklet. The format makes 
the purchase economical and convenient 
to carry. Also called simply booklet. 

book of stamps: (See booklet of 
stamps.) 

commemoratives: A postage stamp 
that depicts the cultural and historical 
heritage of the United States (e.g., im-
portant people, events, places, or special 
subjects of national appeal or signifi-
cance). This type of stamp is usually is-
sued at the 1-ounce single-piece First-
Class Mail letter price, is printed in lim-
ited quantities, is typically large and col-
orful, is sold for a limited time, and is 
generally sought by stamp collectors. 
(Compare with definitive stamp and spe-
cial-issue stamp.) 

Breast Cancer Research stamp: The 
first semipostal issued by USPS in 1998. 
By law 70 percent of the net amount 
raised goes to the National Institutes of 
Health and 30 percent to the Medical 
Research Program at the Department of 
Defense. 

bull’s eye: A postmark squarely posi-
tioned in the middle of the postage stamp 
that shows the mailing date and location. 

cachet: (philatelic) A printed decora-
tion on mail matter (such as a design or 
inscription), often referring to the new 
postage stamp on a first day cover. The 
design can be hand-created, printed, rub-
ber-stamped, or pasted, usually on the 
front left side of the envelope. (See also 
first day cover (FDC).) 

cancel: To make a live postage stamp 
(except a precanceled stamp) unusable, 
usually at the point of original entry into 
the mailstream. This is done by using a 
facer-canceler or a handstamp (for bulk-
ie, fragile, or odd-shaped mail) and is one 
of the first steps in mail processing.  

cancellation: A postmark that con-
tains the Post Office name, state, ZIP 
Code, and month, day, and year that the 
mail matter was canceled. (See also hand
-stamped cancellation.) 

centering: (philatelic) The position of 
a postage stamp design in relation to the 
edges of the stamp. On a perfectly cen-
tered stamp, the design is in the middle. 

charity seal: (philatelic) A stamp-like 
adhesive label designed to be affixed to 
an envelope but with no postage value 
(e.g., Christmas seals) that a charity dis-
tributes usually for donations. 

charity stamp: (philatelic) (See semi-
postal.) 

Cinderella: (philatelic) Any stamp-
like label such as a charity seal or public-
ity label that has no postage value. 

Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee 

(CSAC): A group of individuals (non-
USPS employees) appointed by the post-
master general to evaluate proposals for 
postage stamp subjects and to recom-
mend those subjects to be adopted for 
postage stamps and postal stationery. 
Established in 1957, the CSAC includes 
designers, historians, educators, and phi-
latelists with backgrounds related to the 
subjects and stamp design. 

coil: A roll of postage stamps one 
stamp wide (usually in quantities of 50, 
100, 3,000, or 10,000) produced in a long 
single row with a straight edge on paral-
lel sides and perforations or diecuts on 
the other two sides. The coil format ena-
bles the mechanical application of affix-
ing stamps to large-volume mailings and 
dispensing stamps from vending ma-
chines. The term coil is derived from the 
action of winding long strips into rolls. 

coil stamp: A stamp from a coil or 
roll of stamps. 

commemorative: A commemorative 
stamp. 

commemorative stamp: A postage 
stamp that depicts the cultural and histor-
ical heritage of the United States (e.g., 
important people, events, places, or spe-
cial subjects of national appeal or signifi-
cance). This type of stamp is usually is-
sued at the 1-ounce single-piece First-
Class Mail letter price, is printed in lim-
ited quantities, is typically large and col-
orful, is sold for a limited time, and is 
generally sought by stamp collectors. 
(Compare with definitive stamp and spe-
cial-issue stamp.) 

compound perforation: Different 
gauge perforations that are on different 
(normally adjacent) sides of a single 
stamp. (See also perforation.) 

contingency stamp: A temporary non-
denominated stamp issue permanently 
valid for the amount of a First-Class Mail 
1-ounce letter price announced by USPS 
after approval of a price change. 

copyright block: (philatelic) Block of 
four or more stamps that includes the 
copyright notice in the selvage. 

Counterfeit: (1) A forged stamp, other 
official or authorized form of postage 
(e.g., a Stamped Card or Information-
Based Indicia), or a Postal Money Order 
or other item, including identification 
documents and official filings, intended 
to be sold as genuine and deceive postal 
authorities. (2) To make for use or sale a 
fraudulent reproduction of a postage 

(Continued on page 6) 
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stamp, other official or authorized form 
of postage, Postal Money Order, or simi-
lar postal items of value. 

cover: An envelope or wrapper cover-
ing the content of a mailpiece and receiv-
ing any required stamp cancellation or 
other marking applied during mail pro-
cessing. A cover bears the delivery and 
return addresses, postage, and other 
mailer-applied endorsements and service 
markings. 

cut square: (philatelic) A rectangular 
cutting from stamped stationery that in-
cludes the imprinted or embossed post-
age indicia. Collectors prefer collecting 
complete stamped stationery rather than 
cut squares. 

definitive: A definitive stamp. 
definitive stamp: A regular postage 

stamp issued in unlimited quantities or 
often as part of a thematic series. These 
stamps vary in denomination and remain 
on sale for an indefinite period. Also 
called mail use stamp. (Compare with 
commemorative stamp and special-issue 
stamp.) 

deltiology: (philatelic) The study and 
collection of postcards. 

denomination: The number on a post-
age stamp other than a nondenominated 
stamp that indicates the value. Some 
modern U.S. stamps less than $1 do not 
display the word “cents” or the cent sym-
bol with the denomination. 

die cut: A form of separation used 
during the printing of self-adhesive 
stamps. During production, a sharp edged 
tool (die) completely cuts the stamp pa-
per on all sides of the printed stamp, 
making the removal of the individual 
stamps from the liner possible. Die cuts 
for stamps are either straight or designed 
with wavy lines to simulate perforation 
teeth. (See also perforation.) 

die cutting: A method of separation 
of self-adhesive stamps that are cut en-
tirely apart and held together in panes, 
sheets, or coils only by the backing pa-
per. Early self-adhesive stamps were 
produced with straight edges. Later 
stamps were produced with wavy die cut 
edges to imitate the appearance of perfo-
rations. (See also die cut.) 

directory marking: (philatelic) A 
postal marking applied to or rubber-
stamped onto a mail cover that indicates 
the reason for a failed delivery attempt, 
such as “No Such Number.” The term 
stems from the former practice of using 
directory service to find the correct ad-
dress. 

double transfer: (philatelic) The con-

dition on a printing plate that shows evi-
dence of a duplication of all or part of the 
stamp design. 

duplex cancellation: A postal mark-
ing that is made up of a canceler and a 
postmark. The canceler voids the stamp 
and the postmark to the left of the stamp 
shows the date and location of mailing. 

entire: (philatelic) Postal stationery 
such as a Stamped Card that is complete 
as opposed to a cut-out of the imprinted 
postage. 

error (stamp): A stamp that displays 
one or more production problems such as 
a missing or incorrect color, an inversion 
of the design, or double printing. Also, a 
stamp with a design that contains an error 
such as a misspelling or incorrect infor-
mation that is consistent throughout a 
printing run. Similar to a freak. 

etiquette: (French) A gummed or self-
adhesive label that is applied to the out-
side of a mailpiece to indicate a mail 
service such as airmail. 

exploded: (philatelic) Separated into 
various components for show such as a 
stamp booklet. 

face value: The inscribed worth of a 
denominated postage stamp and the an-
nounced worth of a nondenominated 
postage stamp. 

fake: (philatelic) A genuine stamp 
that has been altered to make it more 
attractive to collectors. It may be re-
paired, reperforated, or regummed to 
resemble a more valuable variety. 

first day cover: (philatelic) An enve-
lope with a newly issued postage stamp 
and a cancellation showing the date the 
postage stamp was first sold. 

first day of issue: (philatelic) The day 
on which a postage stamp, Stamped 
Card, or Stamped Envelope is placed on 
sale. The day is generally marked by a 
public ceremony at the first-day-of-issue 
office or in a location with significance 
to the subject of the stamp. A first-day-of
-issue postmark, often a pictorial cancel-
lation, is applied to first day covers bear-
ing the new stamp. 

first-day-of-issue office: (philatelic) 
An officially designated Post Office that 
provides first-day-of-issue postmarks, 
which include city and state, on the day 
the stamp is first issued. It is generally 
the only office in the country that places 
the stamps on sale on the first day of 
issue, with national sales at all other Post 
Offices the following day. 

first flight cover: (obsolete) A phila-
telic cover carried on the airplane inau-
gurating a new airline flight. The cover 
was postmarked with the date of the 

flight. (See also first day cover.) 
fiscal: (philatelic) A revenue stamp 

that indicates payment of tax but that is 
not valid for postage. A fiscal is ordinari-
ly affixed to documents and canceled by 
pen, canceler, or mutilation. 

Forever® stamp: Nondenominated 
postage that is sold at the same price as a 
domestic 1-ounce First-Class Mail letter 
at the time of purchase and whose value 
will always equal the prevailing price of 
a 1-ounce First-Class Mail letter no mat-
ter how prices change in the future. The 
postage design includes the word 
“Forever.” (See also semipostal.) 

gum: (See adhesive.) 
gutter: (philatelic) The selvage sepa-

rating panes on a full sheet of stamps, 
generally discarded during the cutting of 
the sheets into panes. (See also pane and 
sheet.) 

hand-back service: (philatelic) Post-
marking of stamps on envelopes, post-
cards, and other items for philatelic pur-
poses presented by customers and re-
turned to them. Such material must bear 
uncanceled postage at the applicable First
-Class Mail price. (Compare with mail-
back service.) 

hand-stamped cancellation: A cancel-
lation on postage stamps that is applied 
manually (rather than mechanically with 
a canceling machine) on mailpieces that 
are nonmachinable or do not meet USPS 
dimensions. It includes the standard can-
cellation with killer bars, the circular 
cancellation without killer bars, the first-
day-of-issue cancellation, the bull’s eye 
cancellation, and the pictorial cancella-
tion. 

hinge: A small piece of material, of-
ten glassine, lightly gummed and folded 
for affixing stamps onto album pages. 

hinged: (philatelic) A stamp condi-
tion in which the back of the stamp has a 
hinge or shows marks indicating that a 
hinge was used to mount the stamp in an 
album. (Compare with unhinged.) 

hologram: An image that appears to 
be three-dimensional when viewed from 
an angle. Holograms have appeared on 
some modern stamps and postal station-
ery 

horizontal perforation: The placement 
of perforations on a roll of coil stamps at 
the top and bottom of the stamp design. 
This configuration is less common than 
vertical perforations. (See also coil and 
vertical perforation.) 

hot stamp: (informal) A stamp printed 
with ink that contains a substance that 
becomes luminescent when passed 

(Continued from page 5) 
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through a facer-canceler. (See also lumi-
nescent indicia detector and tagging.) 

Imperf: (informal) (See imperforate.) 
imperforate: (philatelic) A postage 

stamp without perforations or separating 
holes in a pane or sheet that require cut-
ting with scissors or removal from the 
backing. Until about 1860, most stamps 
were imperforate. 

inscription: (philatelic) The letters, 
words, and numbers that are part of the 
overall stamp design. 

invert: (philatelic) An error in a post-
age stamp in which part of the design is 
upside down in relation to the rest of the 
stamp design. An upside-down overprint 
is also considered an error. 

line pair: (philatelic) A pair of coil 
stamps with a printed line in between 
because of inking used on flatbed and 
rotary press printing plates. 

liner: The coated backing paper for 
mint self-adhesive stamps that permits 
the removal of the stamps for use on the 
mailpiece. 

linerless coil stamp: Self-adhesive 
coil stamp produced in rolls without 
backing paper similar to a roll of tape. 
(See also coil.) 

mail-back service: (philatelic) A ser-
vice available to servicers and dealers of 
philatelic covers at a fee set by the Stamp 
Fulfillment Services Center. It is general-
ly permitted on pictorial, standard, or 
certain first-day-of-issue postmarks on 
Stamped Cards, Stamped Envelopes, 
commercial enveloped or cards, or other 
memorabilia. (Compare with hand-back 
service.) 

Mail Early block: (philatelic) Any 
block of four or more stamps that in-
cludes the marginal inscription “Mail 
Early.” 

mint stamp: (philatelic) An unspoiled, 
unused postage stamp in the original con-
dition when sold by USPS, including full 
original adhesive if the stamp was issued 
with adhesive. 

original gum: OG (philatelic) The 
adhesive coating on a mint stamp as ap-
plied at the time of stamp production and 
sold by USPS. 

Overprint: (philatelic) Additional 
printing on a stamp that was not part of 
the original design. An overprint that 
changes the value of the stamp is some-
times termed a surcharge. 

pair: (philatelic) Two unseparated 
stamps. (Compare with strip.) 

pane: A portion of a full sheet of 
postage stamps (e.g., one 20-stamp pane 
from a full sheet of six panes or 120 
stamps). Full sheets are perforated or die-

cut and cut into panes before shipment to 
Post Office facilities for easier distribu-
tion and sale. (See also sheet.) 

paste-up: (philatelic) The ends of 
rolls of coiled stamps joined with glue or 
tape. 

part-perforate: (philatelic) A stamp 
with perforations missing on one or more 
sides but with at least one side perforat-
ed. 

perforation: The punching out of 
holes between stamps in rows and col-
umns to facilitate separation. The number 
of perforations within the space of two 
centimeters determines the gauge of per-
foration. Self-adhesive stamps are not 
produced with perforations but with die 
cutting. (See also die cutting.) 

perforation gauge: A special metal or 
plastic ruler with an imprinted scale used 
to measure the number of perforation 
holes or teeth along the edges of stamps 
or the distance between peaks or ridges. 

Personalized Stamped Envelope PSE: 
A Stamped Envelope with a preprinted 
return address. Personalized Stamped 
Envelopes are ordered through Stamp 
Fulfillment Services. 

philatelic cover: (philatelic) An enve-
lope, postcard, or other mailpiece with 
postage affixed and mailed by a stamp 
collector to produce a collectible item. 
(See also first day cover.) 

Philatelic Fulfillment Service Center: 
(obsolete) (See Stamp Fulfillment Ser-
vices.) 

philatelic postmark: An official post-
mark that contains the Post Office name, 
city, state, ZIP Code, and date (month, 
day, and year) of the canceling Post Of-
fice that accepted custody of the mail. 
(See also postmark.) 

philately: The collection and study of 
postage stamps, postal stationery, and 
other postal items for pleasure and/or 
profit. 

pictorial: (philatelic) A stamp design 
that incorporates a picture other than a 
portrait or number. 

pictorial cancellation: A postmark 
with an illustration as part of its design. 

plate: (philatelic) The basic unit on a 
printing press to produce postage stamps. 

plate block: PB (philatelic) The block 
of postage stamps, generally two rows 
wide, in a pane next to the selvage that 
contains the number(s) of the plate(s) 
used to print the stamps. Generally a 
block of four stamps, it may be larger if 
the pane of stamps includes more than 
four designs or if there are multiple num-
bers beside more than two stamps. If 
each stamp in a pane is a different de-
sign, the entire pane is collected as a 

plate block. 
plate number: (philatelic) Numerals 

or an alphanumeric combination that 
indicates the printing plate used to print 
postage stamps. Plate numbers on sheet 
stamps generally appear in the corner or 
side margin; on coil stamps, at predeter-
mined intervals; on booklets, in the sel-
vage if they have not been trimmed off. 

postage stamp: A gummed or self-
adhesive paper stamp affixed to mail as 
payment for postal services. Types of 
stamps include definitive stamp (regular-
issue stamp), special-issue stamp, and 
commemorative stamp. (Compare with 
metered postage.) 

postal card: (See Stamped Card.) 
postal stationery: Envelopes and 

blank post cards (i.e., Stamped Cards) 
with printed or embossed stamp designs 
sold by USPS. Also called stamped pa-
per. 

Premium Stamped Stationery: Deco-
rated stationery sold by USPS with First-
Class Mail postage imprinted or im-
pressed on it.  

Premium Stamped Card: A Stamped 
Card sold by USPS with First-Class Mail 
postage imprinted or impressed on the 
side used for addressing and writing a 
message, and decorated on the reverse. 

reissue: An official reprinting of an 
obsolete or previously discontinued 
stamp that is valid for postage. (Compare 
with reprint.) 

reprint: (philatelic) (1) Additional 
printing of a stamp after its initial pro-
duction. Reprints may or may not differ 
in certain properties like paper type or 
tagging (both common differences for 
reprints of definitive stamps). (2) A 
stamp produced from the plate used to 
print the original valid issue. This type of 
reprint is often physically different in 
some way from the valid original issue 
such as colors or paper used and is not 
valid for postage. Official reprints are 
sometimes made for presentations or 
official collections. (Compare with reis-
sue.) 

revenues: (philatelic) Stamps issued 
as proof of payment of certain taxes on 
documents, tobacco, alcohol, drugs and 
medicines, playing cards, and hunting 
licenses that are not valid for postage. 
Revenues are affixed to official docu-
ments and to merchandise. Popular in the 
19th century, revenue stamps are no 
longer common with the rise in comput-
erization and the ability to track tax pay-
ments. 

revenue stamp: (philatelic) (See reve-
nues.) 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Scrambled Indicia®: A patented pro-
cess that conceals encoded text or 
graphics within the visible design of 
stamps. These hidden images can be 
viewed only through a special lens. 

secret mark: (philatelic) A small alter-
ation or reference point in a stamp design 
to foil attempts at counterfeiting and to 
differentiate issues. 

self-adhesive: Type of postage stamp 
that does not require moisture for the 
adhesive to perform. Self-adhesive 
stamps are peeled from a backer or liner 
and be applied directly to the mailpiece. 
Most postage stamps currently issued are 
self-adhesive. 

selvage: (1) The nonpostage edge or 
margin of a pane of postage stamps that 
shows the plate number(s), notice of copy
-right, and other markings or inscriptions. 
(2) The overhang or excess material on 
the edges of a sealed polywrapped mail-
piece. (Compare with plate block.) 

semipostal: A nondenominated post-
age stamp that is sold above the postage 
value of the prevailing price for a 1-
ounce First-Class Mail single-piece price 
letter stamp. Sale of the stamp helps fund 
a particular cause authorized by U.S. 
statute. The funding is provided by the 
difference between the sales price (as 
determined by the nine presidentially 
appointed USPS governors) and the letter 
price in effect at the time of purchase less 
reasonable costs to issue and handle the 
stamps. 

series: (philatelic) A group of stamps 
with a common design or theme issued 
over an extended period of time, includ-
ing all variations of design and denomi-
nation. Definitive stamps are often issued 
as part of a series. (Compare with set.) 

service inscription: Wording on 
stamps, such as “First-Class Card” or 
“Presorted Standard,” that indicates the 
mail handling to be provided. (See also 
precanceled stamp.) 

set: (philatelic) A group of stamps 
with a shared design or theme issued at 
one time for a common purpose or over a 
limited period. 

se tenant: (philatelic) Two or more 
postage stamps differing in appearance, 
value, or surcharge that are designed for 
continuity of format and printed in the 
same pane. The stamps can form a single 
design; otherwise, they can be arranged 
in pairs, groups of four, or larger configu-
rations. The term is derived from the 
French words literally meaning “holding 
one another.” 

sheet: A complete, unseparated group 
of postage stamps as printed on a press. 

The sheet is usually perforated and cut 
into four or more panes for eventual sale. 

souvenir sheet: (philatelic) A small 
sheet of one or more stamps, usually with 
wide margins and a commemorative in-
scription issued to mark a special event. 
The stamps may be perforate or imperfo-
rate. 

special-issue stamp: A postage stamp 
issued for special purposes (e.g., the an-
nual Christmas stamp). It is typically 
issued at the current First-Class Mail 
letter price and is often available in great-
er quantities and over longer periods than 
commemorative stamps. (Compare with 
commemorative stamp and definitive 
stamp.) 

special request cancellation: (See 
cancellation.) 

special stamp: See special-issue 
stamp.) 

stamp: (See postage stamp.) 
stamp collecting: (See philately.) 
Stamp Decoder: (philatelic) A special 

lens that reveals hidden images on post-
age stamps. 

stamp distribution center SDC: A unit 
reporting to Headquarters that consoli-
dates district-level stamp fulfillment ac-
tivities. The six SDCs are located in At-
lanta, GA; Binghamton, NY; Dulles, VA; 
Kansas City, MO; Phoenix, AZ; and 
Portland, OR. (See also Stamp Services 
System (SSS).) 

stamp distribution office SDO: 
(obsolete) (See stamp distribution center 
(SDC).) 

Stamped Card: A blank mailing card 
sold by USPS (as distinguished from a 
privately printed postcard) with a printed 
or impressed postage stamp. Formerly 
called postal card. (Compare with post-
card.) 

Stamped Envelope: An envelope with 
preprinted and/or embossed postage im-
printed and sold by USPS. Personalized 
Stamped Envelopes (envelopes with pre-
printed return addresses) can also be or-
dered through Stamp Fulfillment Ser-
vices. 

stamped stationery: Preprinted or 
embossed blank postal cards and enve-
lopes sold by USPS that bear imprinted 
postage. Also called postal stationery. 

Stamp Fulfillment Services SFS: A 
postal unit in Kansas City, MO, that sup-
plies philatelic product orders (stamps 
and other items). It also handles orders 
for Personalized Stamped Envelopes and 
applies first-day-of-issue postmarks and 
other special cancellations. 

stamp, postage: (See postage stamp.) 
Stamp Services System SSS: The 

automated inventory system used by the 

Stamp Distribution Centers to process 
stock orders, track inventory, and pro-
duce daily financial reports. 

Stamp Yearbook: An annual publica-
tion that contains all the commemorative 
stamps issued during a calendar year and 
includes a brief description of each stamp 
subject. 

Standard Post® stamps: (philatelic) 
Twelve special stamps of varying denom-
inations issued in 1912 for the payment 
of postage of Parcel Post packages only. 
They were created to track revenue from 
the Parcel Post service launched in 1912. 
Beginning July 1, 1913, these stamps 
became valid for all postage purposes. 

Stationery (See stamped stationery.) 
strip: (philatelic) Three or more ad-

joining stamps that form a vertical or 
horizontal row. (Compare with pair.) 

Thematic: (philatelic) A stamp collec-
tion that relates to a specific topic and 
arranged to present a logical story and 
progression. (See also topical.) 

tied on: (philatelic) The condition in 
which the postmark or cancellation ex-
tends across both the postage stamp and 
the envelope paper. 

topical: (philatelic) A postage stamp 
collected by subject or theme (such as 
flowers or athletic events). (See also the-
matic.) 

triptych: (philatelic) A se-tenant de-
sign in which three adjoining stamps 
form a single design. 

Unhinged: (philatelic) A stamp condi-
tion in which the back of the stamp does 
not have a hinge or hinge marks. An un-
hinged stamp does not necessarily have 
the original gum. (Compare with hinged.) 

unused: (philatelic) The condition of 
a stamp that has no cancellation or sign 
of use but has a hinge mark or missing 
gum or some other defect that prevents it 
from being considered a mint stamp. (See 
also mint stamp.) 

Used: (philatelic) The condition of a 
stamp or stationery item canceled by 
USPS and usually without its original 
gum. (Compare with unused.) 

 variety: (philatelic) A stamp that 
deviates in some way from its standard or 
original form. Varieties can include dif-
ferences in paper, inks, perforations, die-
cuts, watermarks, and differences in for-
mat or in printing method. (See also error 
(stamp) and freak.) 

vertical perforation: The placement of 
perforations on a roll of coil stamps at the 
left and right sides of the stamp design. 
This configuration is more widely used 
for coil stamps than horizontal perfora-
tions. (See also coil and horizontal perfo-
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Auxiliary markings can be clear or confusing 
By John Weigle 
jweigle@vcnet.com 

As some of you know, my collecting 
interests include auxiliary markings and 
post office seals on and off cover. Re-
cently, I obtained three covers — two 
from dealers and one in my mail — that 
have markings I had not seen before. 

The meaning of one of them is quite 
clear, but the meaning of the other one is 
not, and an internet search did not pro-
vide any results. 

The first “DAMAGED DUE TO IN-
CLEMENT WEATHER that I ever saw 
is on the cover addressed to the Cornell 
Law School. The only obvious damage is 
the smeared cancel, which looks like it 
could have been caused by a single 
raindrop. 

 The second one, in a larger font, is 
on the Dr. Oz cover addressed to me. 
While it might not show in the picture, 
the cover is wrinkled and stained at the 
top. 

The third marking is HAVE EXAM-
INED on the damaged registered cover 
that is repaired by official seals at the left 
and right top corners. The usual double 
ring registered cancel is on the back of 
the cover and is dated Aug. 5, 1937. The 
cover is addressed to Columbus, Ohio, 
but the return address is not clear. 

As I noted above, I could not find any 
information on this marking, but two 
possibilities occurred to me: 

1. It could mean that a postal employ-
ee examined the item, as in “I have ex-
amined this.” 

2. It could be advice to the recipient, 
as in “You should have this examined.” 

If anyone has more information on 
the marking, I’d appreciate a note with 
its meaning and the source of the infor-
mation. 

The pictures are all reduced in size. 
The top two covers (with the in-
clement weather marking) are 
business size envelopes. The exam-
ined cover is a bit larger than the 
picture. 

More  
USPS  

glossary... 

ration.) 
vignette: (philatelic) The part of a 

stamp that displays the main design ele-
ment such as a portrait. A vignette shades 
off gradually into the surrounding area. 

water-activated gum WAG: Adhesive 

that requires moisture to perform on 
stamps. This is the alternative to self-
adhesive. 

watermark: (philatelic) A design 
pressed into stamp paper during its man-
ufacture to produce a semitranslucent 
pattern.  

(Continued from page 8) 


